2012 Stars and Stripes International Challenge
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The NRA Whittington Center and Bald Eagle​s Rifle Club, Inc. challenge and invite the NRA's of the world to send F-Class teams to  compete in the first Stars and Stripes Challenge match.  The Challenge match will be held at the Whittington Center in Raton, New Mexico Sunday September 16, 2012.
The Stars & Stripes Challenge (SSC) will be preceded by the USA Fullbore National Championships (FBNC) also known as the Spirit of America (SoA) September 8-15, 2012.  This will enable overseas shooters to gain familiarity with the venue; the wildlife and the ranges.  The Challenge will be followed by the USA F-Class National Championships (FCN) September 17-21. 2012.
This series of matches will provide an extended training and competitive opportunity to those planning on attending the 2013 F-Class World Championships (FCWC) at the same location.

The Venue

The Whittington Center shooting complex is internationally famous.  It is the largest civilian range complex in the world.  The George E. Tubb Highpower Rifle Range has 100 firing points from 200 to 1,000 yards and it is only one of 18 rifle, pistol and shotgun ranges.
The Stars and Stripes Challenge
National Teams competing may contain a maximum of 12 members and must contain 4 F-Open and 4 F/TR firing members.  Up to 3 coaches may be utilized at any one time.

Four shooting member teams (maximum of 6 members) are invited to shoot alongside the national teams in a separate match.  This is a match open to anyone. These teams must enter as FO or F/TR.  Teams may be from one country or a mix of countries. 

The course of fire for the SSC will be three strings of 2&15 at 1,000 yards.  Sighting shots will be convertible.
 Practice for the SSC
Saturday the 8th of September a practice day for the FBNC/SoA and entrants will be able to practice at 300, 500, 600, 900 and 1,000 yards.  This practice day followed by the FBNC/SoA will give ample practice prior to the SSC.  In addition the Whittington Center ranges provide a 25 to 200 yard ‘sight-in' range for zeroing and shooting fouling shots.  Please note the FBNC/SoA consists of 3 days of team and 4 days of individual matches.
Awards Ceremonies
An awards ceremony will be held at the Eagles Nest building at 1,000 yard range upon completion of firing and score compilation on Sunday, September 16th.  Competitors, officials and supporters are invited.  
Accommodations
Accommodations are available at the Whittington Center, ranging from primitive campgrounds, back-country cabins and log cabins to quite comfortable Founders cabins and competitor housing.  See - http://www.nrawc.org/camping/index.html  Raton, NM the nearest town has many affordable motels within 10.3 miles. There is a dining facility at the shotgun center.
Transport to and from Raton
Whittington Center, NM is located 244 miles south of the Denver airport just off the I-25 Interstate (about 4 hours by driving time) or 230 miles north from Albuquerque airport via I-25 (about 3 hours 35 minutes by driving time). There are many vehicle hire firms at/or near the airports, offering a variety of vehicles from cars to vans to motorhomes at reasonable cost.  The wide open western spaces and mountain vistas as you drive from either airport are a sight to be appreciated.
Firearms , Ammunition and Components
Visitors are required to obtain an import permit from our Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF Form 6) to bring rifles and ammunition into the USA.  Obtaining permits is not a short term operation and competitors must plan well ahead.  Help and instructions will be available from the Bald Eagles.  Reloading components and powders are readily available and can be pre-ordered by competitors for delivery in Raton.   Assistance will be available in this regard.  A list of recommended suppliers will be forwarded to those who wish to reload at Raton.  Reloading facilities may be available on request.
Point of Contact

The point of contact for the SSC is Larry Bartholome, Lbart@elp.rr.com , Tel 1-915-598-5106.
Expression of Interest

Please complete the attached registration of interest form and send to Larry Bartholome, P.O. Box 372307, El Paso, Texas 79937-2307, Email Lbart@elp.rr.com.
